Great Books Composition


September 6, 2006


Introduction and first assignment





I.  "Classical" rhetoric


	We are supposed to be a classical school, and you 9th and 10th graders have now entered the so-called "rhetoric" stage. Rhetoric has to do with arguing and persuasion, both in speech (emphasized among the ancients) and writing. So what did the ancients have to say about rhetoric?  Well, you probably already know a lot about it without realizing it.  Don't let all the funny terms below confuse you.





You already know that to write a good essay you have to


	-find a topic to write about


	-collect evidence


	-organize the argument (intro, body, conclusion)


	-express your ideas effectively





The ancient scholars took this basic outline and broke it down into many parts, applicable to a wide range of situations.


  


	They called the first two steps, identifying a topic and gathering support





invention


(from the Latin "inventio", to find--NOT to make up!)





	They called the next part, logically enough





arrangement


(This differs for different kinds of topics; we'll break it down further later)





	And, finally, the most subtle skill to master in this process





expression


(this includes the finer points of word choice, usage, grammar, and style)





II. Models


	If an essay or a speech is good, you should be able to analyze it and point out the various elements that make it more or less so.  In our first class together, we will look at some really, really old models and some modern counterparts that, indeed, follow the same guidelines.  Not a lot has changed.  The ancient teachers also used models to teach.  





III.  First steps for your first assignment


	As you read the Iliad or the Aeneid, begin to gather evidence about the characters of Achilles and Aeneas, respectively.  I have provided a chart to help you organize it.  Eventually, you will develop two opposing pieces with this evidence--one in praise of the character, and one attacking the character.  For now, though, simply gather evidence, without classifying it as "positive"or "negative".








BIRTH 


	•nation--what is his nationality?  Can you say anything about it?


		(in this case the history and even what we would call a


		  stereotype of the nation are important)


	•homeland -- specifically--the city, the country, its particular history and reputation (e.g. someone from Los Angeles is going to have a different background than someone from DesMoines, Iowa)


	•ancestors/ parents -- the Greeks loved to credit or discredit people based on this.  Is he the son of a god?  This could be good (he's half divine!)-- or not so good (he's the son of the surly Poseidon). What were his parents like?





EDUCATION 


	•pursuits -- (what did he do as a youth?)


	•skills -- (Odysseus was good with a bow and arrow, he was a good orator, etc.)


	•customs -- did he grow up in the royal family?  Were his people seafarers?





ACHIEVEMENTS


	•soul: e.g., courage, practical wisdom; 


	•body: e.g., beauty, speed, strength; 


	•fortune: e.g., power, wealth, friends


COMPARISON


	•is there another character whose attributes CONTRAST with this character and thus make him look either much better or much worse?








Fill in the chart on the back as you read.  (NOTE:  you can also download it from the Heritage website and type your evidence in if that is your preferred way to work, or you can print out extra copies if you need them.) Next week, we take your evidence and begin to see how to use it in shaping your argument.  By the way, I didn't make up these categories.  Blame it on a guy named Aphthonius... 


